The 2" Sunday after Christmas
January 2, 2022
Peace Lutheran Church
Hutchinson, Minnesota

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 119:97-104)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Oh, how I love your law!
I meditate on it all day long.
Your commands are always with me
and make me wiser than my enemies.
| have more insight than all my teachers,
for | meditate on your statutes.
I have more understanding than the elders,
for | obey your precepts.
| have kept my feet from every evil path
so that | might obey your word.
I have not departed from your laws,
for you yourself have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
I gain understanding from your precepts;
therefore | hate every wrong path. (NIV)
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

HYMN: Oh, Come, Little Children

Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all,
To Bethlehem's stable, in Bethlehem's stall.
And see with rejoicing this glorious sight,
Our Father in heaven has sent us this night.

Oh, see in the manger, in hallowed light
A star throws its beam on this holiest sight.
In clean swaddling clothes lies the heavenly Child,
More lovely than angels, this Baby so mild.

Oh, there lies the Christ Child, on hay and on straw;
The shepherds are kneeling before Him with awe.
And Mary and Joseph smile on Him with love,
While angels are singing sweet songs from above.



CONFESSION

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

9:15am Angels We Have Heard on High

8:00 & 10:30am HYMN: Gloria in Excelsis (Maroon hymnal page 204)

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.

To You, O sole begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high—

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored,;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” Our glad reply.
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Readers: 8:00am Ginny Newman; 9:15am Sara Peterson (gospel only); 10:30am Sadie Jenkins

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Kings 3:4-15

“The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. ° At Gibeon the Lorb appeared to Solomon during the night in a

dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”



8Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was
faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given
him a son to sit on his throne this very day.
7“Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But | am only a little
child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a
great people, too numerous to count or number. ® So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people
and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. ** So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this
and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in
administering justice, **1 will do what you have asked. | will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there
will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. ** Moreover, | will give you what you have
not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. ** And if
you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, | will give you a
long life.” ™ Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream.
He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court. (NIV)

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ. * For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in
his sight. In love ® he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— ®to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God'’s
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, ® he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, °to be put into effect when the times reach their
fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
" n him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything
in conformity with the purpose of his will, *2in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ,
might be for the praise of his glory. ** And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, “who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

8:00 & 10:30am — NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon; LSB page 211

O Lord, now let Your servant, Depart in heav’'nly peace
For | have seen the glory, Of Your redeeming grace;
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

A All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God'’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.



GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:40-52
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2" chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.
39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their
own town of Nazareth. % And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of
God was on him.
1 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. ** When he was twelve years old,
they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 3 After the festival was over, while his parents were
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. * Thinking he was in
their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and
friends. % When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. ¢ After three days they
found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. 7 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. ®When his parents
saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your
father and | have been anxiously searching for you.”
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know | had to be in my Father’s house?” 5° But they
did not understand what he was saying to them.
*1Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these
things in her heart. 32 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.  (NIV)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.

8:00 & 10:30am HYMN 362 (Maroon): O Sing of Christ

9:15am Come on Ring Those Bells
MESSAGE “Choices” Pastor James Fuchs

THE APOSTLES’ CREED - | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS  8:00 and 10:30am  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, 16 Century French
Carol, arr. Nancy Hascall — Karen Van Wert, Handbell tree solo

PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER
8:00 & 10:30am SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

HYMN 364 (Maroon): Away in a Manger
HYMN 387 (Maroon): Joy to the World

BLESSING

9:15am HYMN 387 (Maroon): Joy to the World



