FEBRUARY 2024 Find us at:

Messenger of PEACE o’
—— — ——————— — Email: office@plchutch.org

Website: plchutch.org
Ph: 320-587-3031

“We are a loving community called by God'’s grace — -
that all know the Peace of God.” Visit us on
Facebook

—_—

As we enter the season of Lent and
Holy Week, we pray that you will

- experience the blessings of the Lord in
. e
both worship and your personal life! PEACE WORSHIP
TIMES
If you have an interest in music or AV, would like to
read scripture or greet people as they enter, please ;
stop in or call the church office, 320-587-3031. We Worshlp Schedule
have the perfect spot just for you. SATURDAY
6:30 pm Sanctuary Worship
: : SUNDAY
Lent SpeCIaI SerVICeS 8:30 - Worship in Sanctuary
Worship Times 11:30 am 4:30 pm & 6:30 pm 9:40 - 10:25 - Sunday School
Lunch served after 11:30 am service in the Peace Center Stop in the Peace Center
RENEWAL OF for coffee & goodies before Bible Study
Ash Wednesday 9:40 - 10:25 - Bible Stud
S thood : : ible Study
FEBRUARY 14 Srvenee Young Adults 207-209
Wednesday RENEWAL OF 9:40 - 10:25 - Bible StUdy
FEBRUARY 21 Obedience Peace Center, Pastor Meyer
10:30 Worship in Peace Center
Wednesday RENEWAL OF
FEBUARY 28 Witness ONLINE WORSHIP
Wednesday RENEWAL OF Livestream
MARCH 6 Religion plchutch.org Watch Live@8:30am
FacebookLive
Wednesday RENEWAL OF www.facebook.com/HutchinsonMN
MARCH 13 Priorites YouTube
www.youtube.com Peace Hutchinson mn
Wednesday RENEWAL OF
MARCH 20 Godly Fear CABLETV
HCVN
chan 10 — Nuvera,
chan 8 — Mediacom
CONGREGATIONAL The Annual Sunday 7 pm & 10 pm
MEETING Voter’s Meeting Wednesday 5pm ./
will be held
Please Plan Sunday,. February 4 Thursday 10 am
to Attend 11:45 am
Peace Center




CONNECT

Connect to God and His people in Worship.

From Pastor’s Desk:

Jeremiah 29:11-14 (God’s Word to the exiles in

Babylon — God’s Words for us as well.....)

111 know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lorp, plans for welfare (peace) and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope. 2 Then
you will call upon Me and come and pray to
Me, and I will hear you. *? You will seek Me and
find Me, when you seek Me with all your
heart. 14.....1 will restore your fortunes
and gather you from .....all the places where |
have driven you, declares the Lorp, and | will
bring you back to the place from which | sent
you into exile.”

Our Plans {(What we believe are God’s plans)
For Us Here At Peace Lutheran:
In our Fireside Chat meetings and in many
continuing conversations we have sought the
counsel and advise of many as we pondered,
not our will, but God’s will and purpose for
Peace Lutheran Church going forward.

Our Transition Task Force again reviewed and

affirmed the ‘five prescriptions’ that came from

our consultation with our Minnesota South

District back in 2017.

1. Adopt a new Vision Statement (done) “We
are a Loving Community Called by God’s
Grace that all Know the Peace of God”

2. Revise its organizational structure to reflect

accountable leadership (being affirmed)

3. Develop a new financial strategy to address
Biblical Stewardship and debt retirement.
(We have made progress as we have grown
in our understanding of first fruit giving
(tithes & offerings) AND have initiated a
‘Debt Free in 7 Years Initiative’ which
expands upon ‘Tell The Next Generation’
which God has richly blessed these past two
years. [In two years we lowered our
building and remodeling debt by $895,000,
(690,000 in the past year)] Praise God
from Whom ALL blessings flow!

4. Develop a process to improve leadership
development. [Progress, need to do morel]

5. Implement strategies to improve
discipleship. [Progress, need to do morel!]

As we go forward here at Peace, our Transition
Task Force identified Four Core Ministries:

1. Outreach to youth and young families

2. Expanded growing ministry to active and
inactive members

3. Sharing the Gospel with our community
targeting inactive Christians and ALL who
need Jesus

4. Bible Study

I would add this note: “We need to be doing
everything we can to share Jesus and His saving
Gospel with our family, friends, neighbors and
our community. Building upon the various
activities mentioned above. Inviting and
welcoming people to worship, following up on
all worship, fellowship and outreach contacts,
and doing everything we can to reach out to
people where they are located. As we have
affirmed in our mission statement each week:
“...That All Know the Peace of God!”

| praise God for the many of all ages who have
been stepping up in worship, service, teaching,
and fellowship. By the grace of God a lot of
great things are happening!

| encourage everyone to prayerfully consider

God’s plan and desire for each of us:

A. In regular worship attendance;

B. Inverbal support and encouragement of one
another (putting the best construction on all
that is said and done);

C. (Inlove) deal with things and attitudes that
need correction

D. In faithful first fruit tithes and offerings;

E. In being connected and supporting a
ministry and fellowship opportunity in our
congregation!

As my time begins to ‘fade into the sunset’ we
are preparing for the calling of our next resident
pastor. That pastor, likely, will watch online to
see who comes for worship and he will come to



GROW

Growing together in God’s word.

visit with us as he (and his family if he is so
blessed) will prayerfully come to a decision
about where God wants him to continue serving
as a pastor in the Kingdom of God’s Grace at this
time. What will he see and hear as he watches,
observes and asks questions of us and about us?

| personally think that Peace Lutheran is a great
opportunity and in a great place in her history
and the opportunities of service before us. For
the next pastor and his family, | think that
Hutchinson is a great community, close enough
to the Twin Cities, but not too close! The
walking trails, the lakes, boating, fishing and
summer festivals and winter events are all very
attractive and just part of the huge blessings of
living in this area. The many resources for new
and expanded ministries, our total campus, the
option of living in the parsonage or a home of
your choice, living in Hutch where so much that
is needed is so close!

In many ways | see Peace Lutheran beginning an
exciting new chapter of ministry and life-
changing service for our members AND our
community! That will mean that we are flexible
and willing to try some new things that our new
pastor may like to bring among us. If we
remember that some of our old ways, practices
and attitudes have not served us very well, we
will be fine. The main thing will always be that
that we trust and follow Jeus and His Word. We
must continue to listen to one another and
respect the various views of one another. Also,
that we always love and care for one another as
brothers and sisters in Christ, sharing in all
things the love and compassion of Christ our
Savior. And finally that we always strive to
teach, live, reflect, share and uphold the truth of
God's powerful and life-changing Word!

We are eager to see who our next resident
pastor will be. | join in our daily prayer that he
will soon be among us! May God’s will be done
and in His time! In the meantime, we all have
work to do. The work and ministry of Jesus, a
work that He has given us the privilege of

partnership, is work that is needed now. The
Church, and the people desperately in need of
the peace, hope and encouragement that can
only be found is Jesus need us to all be doing
this work, NOW!

As we see and become aware of personal and
spiritual needs and concerns around us, we
must act, to do otherwise is not wise or faithful!

| cannot tell you every detail of what your part
must be, but | want to encourage you to
prayerfully consider, pondering God’s Word,
what God’s will is for you going forward. Then,
trusting God, act accordingly.

Let’s just see what God will bring about as we
encourage one another and work together in

mission in the days, weeks, months, years and
decades to come!

| am striving to do my part, in the time that God
grants me to remain as your pastor. My last
Sunday with you will be sometime this year,
possibly as early as June 2, possibly earlier,
possibly later. My prayer is to be with you till
we KNOW who the next resident pastor will be.

That’s not a lot of remaining time for me here,
but praise be to God, the current work and
ministry of Peace Lutheran is NOT dependent on
me or any future pastor, or other staff. This
work and ministry given to Peace Lutheran
belongs to ALL! This is the life-changing work
that we have the privilege of doing NOW!

One quick note: Our next pastor will not be
perfect, but that’s okay, neither are we!

So thankful for the privilege of being your pastor
this past 18 months!

In Christ, Pastor Glenn Meyer
“Keep leaning on Jesus!”
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Growing together in God's word.

February Ushers

Team #3 (8:30)
Marc Max
Tim Zackrison

February Greeters

Feb 4
8:30 Duane & Sandra Hall

Team #4 (8:30) 10:30 Barb Marquart & Dianne Johnson
Marlin Haag
oy Kurth B30 Sharon Olson & Cyndy ol

X ; : aron Olson & Cyndy Fallon
mlck;:exscKlmm 10:30 Dale & Judy Schumann
Owen Streich
Scott Streich Feb 18

8:30 Annette Kohler & Shirley Otto

Saturday Night Team (6:30pm) 10:30 Phy”iS & Don Hecht

Kevin & Gloriann Heikes
Dick & Corrine Higgins
Kathy Hochsprung

Dean & Lisa Kirchoff

February Readers

Feb 25
8:30 Darlyn Egge & Gloria Dobratz
10:30 Jeff Miller

6:30pm
Sat,Feb 3:  Kevin Heikes \
Sat, Feb 10:  Dick Higgins
Sat, Feb 17: Joanne Keilen
Sat, Feb 24: Herbert Kuehl

8:30am 10:30am
Sun,Feb4:  Marion Fenske Melissa Weckwerth
Sun.Feb 11:  Darlyn Egge Sadie Jenkins
Sun.Feb 18:  Arlene Benshoof Jennifer Plath
Sun.Feb 25:  Margo Kaping Jeff Miller

LWML : 2 &Women in Mission

"MISSION OF THE MONTH"

February "Mission of the Month"”

The "Mission of the Month” for February is Large print
Portals of Prayer. These booklets are available to any-
one for daily devotions. Drop your donation in the
"Mission of the Month” boxes. Thank you.

The Women'’s Guild of Our Savior’s church has extended
an invitation to the women of Peace Lutheran to attend
any or all of their Guild meetings. Their February meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 at 11:30 a.m.
starting with lunch. A Bible study with vacancy pastor
Pastor John Grein will follow lunch.

SAVE THE DATE! MARK YOU CALENDAR! For the 30th
Biennial LWML

Minnesota South District Convention. The date is June
20 -22,2024. The theme is "Walk in Love”. The con-
vention will be held at Mayo Clinic Health System Event
Center in Mankato, MN. More information will be
available at a later date.

L
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OFFICIAL ACTS
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January 13th Rezlynn Jane Jurgensen,
daughter of Collin Jurgensen and Claudia Hovendick

IF

FUNERALS
December 30th Cyndy Schmidt, age 69

passed away December 25, 2023
MEMORIALS

Douglas Peterson

L T T

Debt Reduction $1,500.00
S AN
B oy
Q’*‘E,\z Il z§’}{
Marilyn Schaffer ‘77’§v =~
General Fund $25.00 I e
. "~
» ¢
f\ti‘

TRANSFERS

S

2023 Offering Envelopes and

Statements are available to pick

up in the rampway at church.
Thank you.

PRINCE OF PEACE
RETIREMENT LIVING
FEBRUARY 2024

Oofta! The arctic blast of freezing
temps officially hit us mid-January.
We all definitely felt that. As much
as we dislike the cold of temps, it
did have our community feeling more grateful for the things
we take for granted too often. We found ourselves grateful to
be inside our beautiful building out of the cold while looking
at the beautiful snow, being part of a community that we can
get together with anytime without having to step outside, the
daily activities to help us fight cabin fever, and so much more.
This Valentine's we will be sharing the things we LOVE about
our lives and sharing the LOVE with others. We hope you do
the same.

God'’s Blessings,

Destini Doring

Executive Director

Prince of Peace Retirement Living
#320.234.7588

www.poprl.org
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Growing together in God’s word.

YOUTH CONNECT

GR 6-12 MINISTRY

SAVE-THE-DATES

Feb.6  Winter Tubing at Powder Ridge (MS)
Feb.7  Winter Tubing at Powder Ridge (HS)
Feb.22 Peace Serves lunch for HS @ Crosspoint
May 2 Peace Serves lunch for HS @ Crosspoint

Thank you to everyone who supported

for Orphan Grain Train. We delivered
135 stuffed animals, 225 pairs of socks
and 392 pairs of underwear to the OGT
warehouse in Meyer, MN, plus a check
for $217 (Sunday School fall offerings) has been sent to OGT.

the Sunday School’s fall mission project

Peace Hosts Thursday Free Lunch
There are 3 lunch periods, beginning at 10:55. We
should be done and cleaned up by 1:00 —1:30pm.
If you would like to help with this ministry, please
contact Shirley Wurdell, 587-5064. Help is always
needed!! Thank you :)

NEXT Peace Lutheran serve dates:
February 22nd & May 2nd

PRAYZ team will be singing
Sunday, February 4 & 18
during the 10:30 service
All Children are always wel-
come to join on stage

: °*** Winter Snow Tubing

: with HEY MINISTRY P
: at Powder Ridge e
: FEBRUARY 6" (MS)

FEBRUARY 7t (HS) .
: 5-9pm $20/student tubing
5 Meet in the Commons at 5 p.m. Bus leaves :
. at 5:15pm and returns between 9:30-10pm. :
Questions - call Jill Lieder or the church office.

KIDS CONNECT
Sunday School News

SOUPER Sunday School Mission Project -

Please bring a can of SOUP for our “SOUPER
BOWL" fundraiser for Common cup Ministries. We
will also be having a “SOUPER" lunch after church on
February 18th. The students sing at 10:30am. There
will be no charge for lunch but a freewill donation
will benefit Common Cup. Please sign up to bring a
crockpot of soup or chili or something fun for the kids
(mac and cheese soup anyone?).
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Valentine’s Day!!

]

Surprice your favorite valntinele) CHOOSEFROM:
with a defcious homemade (0" deep dich pie. .
(8 lerge pieces!
All orders must be submitted with payment by @ CHERRY
|2 pm Friday, February 9*
W PECAN

Available for pick up
Wed. Feb. 14*

in the Office

@ BANANA CREAM

$20 per ple

(that's only $2.50 per glice) @ LEMON MERINGUE

Some pies uill be ready for piok up on the afternoon of
the (3 th. Be sure toleave your phone & with your order.
We wil eall you when ready.

W@ FRENCH SILK

Sunday School Sings:
February 18th at 10:30am

March 24 at 8:30am (Palm Sunday)
April 21 at 10:30am

May 12 at 8:30am (Final day of Sun School)

R
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Serve Christ with our Words, Service and Resources.

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY
SENIOR DRIVER
Bloodmobile P S5 SAFETY PROGRAM
« | | )

TUESDAY, FEB. 13t ~ COURSE DATES & TIMES ~

TUESDAY, MAR. 12t BLOOD

12 pm - 6 pm DRIVE The next refresher class is scheduled for

Peace Center February 19th from 1:00-5:00 pm, as per the

- Appointments only can continue to be made on line at schedule. The remainder of the schedule is

redcrossblood.org or by calling Shirley W. at 587-5064. as written.

Thank you for continuing to support us.

* April 1 (4 Hr. Refresher) 1:00-5:00 PM

Packing Layettes
for Lutheran World April 29 & May 6 (8 Hr. First Time) 1:00 PM
Relief - February 6 Q) to 5:00 to PM
Volunteers are encouraged to come on Q *
Tuesday, February 6 at 3:20pm to join with * May 13 (4 Hr. Refresher) 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
the Youth Sewing Students as we assem-
ble baby kits for Lutheran World Relief. There is a great need June 24 (4 Hr. Refresher) 1:00 PM to 5:00
for these supplies around the world. We are always collecting
items for the kits. If you would like to make a donation, please PM
drop them Off at the Ofﬁce. Each kit has: 1 |arge and 1 small |f you are in need of a refresher to get a discount on
baby blanket, 4 diapers (made from old adult T-shirts), one your car insurance please call the State of Minnesota
hand towel (dark color), 2-3 bars of Ivory soap, 2 baby pins, to sign up for our class, call 320-308-1400.
and baby clothes: 2 t-shirts, 2 sleepers, 2 socks, and 1 jacket
with hood or a cap, Clothing should be clean and gently used. Class is for adults 55 years or older & for a 10% reduc-
Everyone is welcome to join us in the basement. tion on car insurance. Thank you, Renee Clabo, Parish
(If the schools have a snow day on the 6th, we will reschedule Health

for the next student sewing day.)

He Has Risen Painting

When: Saturday February 24th
9:30am - 11:30am
Where: Peace Lutheran Church (Basement)

Background, Paint & Brushes provided
Bring your own painting shirt (if desired)
This will be o step-by-step painting to make it easy and fun!
(Children under 6 MUST be accompanied by an Adult)

RSVP your spot on the sign up sheet in the Commons or message Missy Kohls at 320-583-1545
Free will donation of Monetary value or bring a can of soup to help with our Mission Project
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Serve Christ with our Words, Service and Resources.

Peace Lutheran Church Council meeting
December 12,2023; 6:30 p.m.
Present: Melissa Weckwerth, Chuck Jones, Barb Otte, Kathy Hochsprung, Becky Kobow, Shirley Uldbjerg, Sue Kroyer, Pastor Meyer, Dean Kirchoff, John Lietz,
Justin Evenson, Kim Borka
1. Welcome
2. Opening Prayer
3. Approval of Minutes
Motion made by Barb to accept 11-14-23 minutes with changes to the LWML expense coverage information. 2nd by Kathy. Motion carried.
Motion by Shirley to accept 12-10-23 Voter's Assembly Meeting with changes to update specifications to include percentage vote counts.
2nd by Barb. Motion carried.
4. Reports
a. Pastor’s Report - Pastor shared updates for PLC
b. Administrator/Office Report: Sue shared $52,456 was raised and we were matched $50,000. Carols and Bells raised $1500 for the Organ Fund.
Turkey Dinner raised $3300 (with match of another $3300, Cookie and auction has raised $2000 and counting (with a match it will then be
approximately $4000).
Property tax information for the child care center was given to us from the County Assessor. PLC would be responsible for $16,200 for property taxes /
year.
c. Treasurer's Report: Discussion of employee compensation. Justin shared updates on financial reports.
d. Elder’s Report: No report shared.
5. Old Business
a. Call committee update: The committee is researching names to be considered for a call.
b. Bylaws: Chuck shared updates to the bylaws. The updated bylaws will be presented to the congregation in January 2024. It will be voted on at the
Congregational meeting on 2-4-24.
c. Congregational meeting/vote on 12/10:
Names for committee that will investigate option 2: Members have shown interest in serving and we will continue to search for more members.
6. DCE application and new paperwork: We will ask Sarah Peterson to check on this status.
New Business
a. Meeting discussions
b. Strategic plan for PLC:
What do we feel is most important of all the places we could put resources? Discussion of prioritizing tasks PLC would like to accomplish.
7. Motivational speaker idea: A book “Finding Faith in the Field” was shared with a council member. Looking into possibly having the author speak at PLC.
Adjourn at 9:40 p.m.
Closing Prayer
Next meeting: Tuesday, January 9th, 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Borka Melissa Weckwerth
Church Council Secretary Church Council President

Special PLC Council Meeting
January 3, 2024 6:30 p.m.
Present: Melissa Weckwerth, Chuck Jones, Dean Kirchoff, Justin Evenson, Barb Otte, Kim Borka, Kathy Hochsprung, Shirley Uldbjerg

1. Commissioned team members for Daycare: Discussion on how to form the team for researching the option the congregation
voted on.

2. Annual review for Pastor Meyer: Discussion on how this will be conducted.

3. Annual meeting agenda items: Discussion on what will be on the agenda. The agenda will be published on January 7, 2024
in the bulletin.

Meeting adjourned: 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kim Borka Melissa Weckwerth

PLC Secretary PLC President
7
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‘Sweets to the Sweet’

Come and buy delicious sweets for your Valentine!

Before & After Services on
Saturday, February 10 &
Sunday, February 11
L\ A A 4

+ We are asking our bakers to bring sweet treats
on Friday, Feb 9.

» Also looking for volunteers to help package on
Saturday, February 10 at 9 am.

All proceeds will go to 7-Year Debt Free Initiative.



Februrary Prayer Calendar - 2024

“Hear my prayer, O God, give ear to the
words of my mouth. Psalm 54:2

1- Pray for wisdom and willingness to serve others as Christ serves us.
2 - Meditate on Joshua 1:9, “Have | not commanded you. Be strong and of good courage; do not be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’
3- Pray for anyone in need of shelter and food.
4- Pray for a clear understanding of God's message today as we listen to the reading and preaching of His
Word.
5- Are you fighting a battle? Nothing is too big or too small for God. Call on Him today.
6- Pray for safety and fun for those snowtubing today and tomorrow.
7- Pray for everyone helping with our children’s ministry, especially for wisdom, joy, energy and the Holy
Spirit's guidance.
8- Help support the fund raising efforts and purchase a Valentine pie.
9- Give thanks for our hard working staff and the many volunteers for stepping up to help.
10- Praise God today for all He's brought you through, for all you're going through now and for the
victories to come.
11- Give thanks for the opportunity to praise God with fellow believers in our Sat./Sun. worship services.
12- Ask God to help you make God-pleasing decisions today. Hebrews 10:24, “And let us consider one
another in order to stir up love and good works.”
13- Pray specifically for anyone you know experiencing physical challenges.
14- As we begin the Lenten season, think and medidate often on the suffering of Jesus on our behalf.
15- Give God thanks and praise for His unconditional love.
16- Pray for a commitment to spend quality time reading God's Word and praying.
17- Thank God for His blessings of love, forgiveness and the promise of eternal life with Him.
18- Think about Jeremiah 29:11, “For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
19- Pray that God would go with you and give you strength for today.
20- Pray for strengthening of your faith in all circumstances.
21- Pray our confirmation students understand the importance of making and keeping Jesus an important
part of their life.
22- Continue prayers for God's clear direction in establishing and filling the many positions of a Child Care
Center.
23- Give thanks for the joy and companionship of friends.
24- Pray for patience and trust in God'’s plans.
25- Give thanks and praise God that He offers communion and forgiveness of sins.
26- Pray for our President and anyone seeking political office to be honorable and sincere in carrying out
the duties of their office.
27- Pray for Missionaries as they share Jesus with kindness and patience, often in difficult situations.
28- Give thanks for the peace God gives even in tough times.
29- On this “extra day” be thankful to God for His continued presence, comfort and love.
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