
Messenger of PEACEMessenger of PEACE

We are a loving community called by God’s grace – 
that all know the Peace of  God.

Find us at:
400 Franklin St. SW

Hutchinson, MN

Website: plchutch.org
Email:  office@plchutch.org

Ph:  320-587-3031

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 4 

PEACE WORSHIP TIMES
SATURDAY

6:30 pm  Worship in Sanctuary
SUNDAY 

8:30  - Worship in Sanctuary

10:30   Worship in Peace Center

ONLINE WORSHIP  
Livestream 

plchutch.org   Watch Live@8:30am

FacebookLive
www.facebook.com/HutchinsonMN

YouTube
www.youtube.com  Peace Hutchinson mn

CABLE TV - HCVN
chan 10 – Nuvera, chan 8 – Mediacom

 Sun. 7 pm & 10 pm
Wed 5 pm, Thurs 10 am

ACTS 17- Paul the apostle had escaped from the angry 
crowds in Thessalonica and Berea. The Jews were very 
angry because of his preaching about the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. The Christian believers sent 
Paul to Athens where he recuperated and walked about 
the city to decide what the people there believed. Paul gets 
an audience with the philosophers of the day and says to 
them, vs. 24 – 27 (I will paraphrase the content) “The God 
who made the world and everything in it” … “made from 
one man (Adam) every nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and 
the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should 
seek God… and find him.”

That’s a long way of saying – God put you and me in this 
place at this time for His purpose. That means ALL OF US 
– the ones who are visible as volunteers and worshippers 
and those who are far away but still associated with us 
and even those who are hiding in the weeds. Please read 
1 Corin-thians 12, which talks about the spiritual gifts of 
people – every one of us is different. Peace Lu-theran is 
like a giant puzzle of 1000 pieces. Each piece is important 
to complete the picture. Which part are you? Please don’t 
shrug this off and say, “no one will miss me, no one cares 
about me any-way.” We do care and we do want everyone 
to welcome our new pastor and then lend a hand in do-ing 
the work of ministryin our community.

God has so immensely blessed us as a congregation by 
sending us our new Pastor – Rev. Kurt We-ber. I pray that 
we all welcome him and his family on September 8 at our 
10 am worship service and indoor picnic following. 

Anita and I spent evenings in July and August catching up 
on the Olympic events. You are correct – neither of us ever 
participated!!  What we do enjoy seeing are the groups of 
people encouraging the athletes – family, friends, link back 
to the home town clubs filled with children and parents, 
coach-es, general audience, and of course news folks. What 
was fascinating was that even during the competition, 
members of competing teams welcomed and congratulat-
ed each other and spoke well of other competitors. Athletes 
always comment about the energy they receive from the 
fans cheering them on. The words of an old hymn from an 
older Lutheran hymnal go like this, “Hark the voice of Jesus 
calling….” “If you cannot…You can answer,” “I can,” “lead 
the children,” “prayer,” “hold up the prophet’s (pastor’s) 
hands,” “take the task…gladly,” saying “Here am I send me, 
send me.” JOIN IN!

CLOSING OUT THE SUMMER SEASON

•	 The Concert Series – The attendance this 
year started out slow, but it picked up speed quick-
ly after the July 4th weekend. Many people very 
much enjoyed the series, and the lunches were 
also well attended. 

•	 I would like to thank Pastor Bode for al-
ways being there and being ready. He has so much 
energy for the ministry. Serving this vacancy was 
certainly easier with him working alongside me. 

•	 I also want to thank the staff – we had an 
enjoyable time planning for the summer events 
and for the installation of Pastor Weber. Good busi-
nesses cross train employees so that work can be 
done even when an important person is missing. 
This staff has done that on their own because it 
had to be done.

•	 Come along for the ride of your life. God 
calls each one of us into a ministry of service that 
fits the skills and gifts he has given us. We at Peace 
look forward to the BEST YEARS OF OUR LIFE!
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BAPTISM

Aug 4 – Esmae Kathleen Miller, Daughter of Timothy 
Miller and Lexi Hemmesch

Aug 24- Copley Merit Buchanan,  Kallamae Ann Bu-
chanan, Leighton Knox Buchanan
                  Children of Brandon and Brianna Buchanan 

WEDDINGS
Aug 24- John Lietz and Shirley Wicklund

FUNERALS

July 30 – Carol Retzlaff, 88, passed July 26
Aug 3 – Lee Wright, 74, passed July 20
Aug 12- Alvin Peetsch, 81, pass ed August 5 
 

Memorials

Carol Retzlaff -     $10.00 – General Fund                                                                    
Lee Wright -          $20.00 – General Fund

RECENT TRANSFERS
Noah Sturges released to join Faith Lutheran Church, 
		  Hutchinson MN

OFFICIAL ACTS

Sunday 8:30am                        	 10:30am
   Sept  1:  Darlyn Egge     	   	 Anita Miller  
       8th 10am service:  Cate Olberg & Westen Wittee
           15:  Sandra Hall	       	 Sharon Christensen	
           22:  Duane Hall		  Sara Peterson    
           29:  Nona Anderson 		

September
8:30am
Team  5 & 6

Wayne Vinkemeier
Dale Schumann
Robbie Peterson
Ross Peterson
Travis Brecht
Brad Havemeier
Gary Havemeier
Ethan Kaufmann
Roger Kaufmann 

Ushers

September 
Readers

Saturday 6:30pm
Sept 7: Kevin Heikes
       14: Corinne Higgins
       21: Joanne Keilen
       28: Annette Koehler 

Saturday 6:30pm

Sept 7: Kevin & Gloriann Heikes
      14: Dick & Corinne Higgins
      21: Rhonda Tronick & Kathy      
            Hochsprung     
      28: Dean & Lisa Kirchoff
      

September 1	
  8:30  Ranae Clabo &  Deb Hammond
10:30  Anita Miller
September 8
10:00 Wayne Vinkemeier
September 15	
  8:30  Dean & Lisa Kirchoff
10:30  Elvern Mickle 

September Greeters
September 22	
  8:30  Greg & Brenda Ewing
10:30  Sara & Robbie Peterson
September 29
8:30   Dale & Shari Zieman
10:30 Barb Marquardt &
	 Dianne Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday and Friday -  9 am - noon

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  -  9 am - 4 pm

WE       Volunteers!

Save-The-Dates!
Register TODAY at PLCHUTCH.ORG

Please watch for details of these events in the upcoming Bulletins!

WED. SEPT 4		  Confirmation Orientation
			   Gr. 6, 7, & 8 (you will be receiving 		
	 	 	 information of Confirmation details)

SUN. SEPT 15		  Rally Day - Family Fun Day
			 

WED. SEPT. 11		 First Day of Confirmation
			   Gr. 6, 7, & 8

SUN. SEPT. 22		 First Day of Sunday School
			   3 yrs - Gr 8

WED.. SEPT. 18	 First Day of Bible Study/Lunch
			 



NEW DOOR SECURITY – PEACE LUTHERAN

IN REACTION TO THE CURRENT CULTURE, WE ARE BEING FORCED TO BE PROACTIVE AND IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING PRACTICES IN REGARDS TO OUR FACILITIES BEING 
ACCESSIBLE. THESE ACTIONS ARE NECESSITATED DUE TO A RECENT INCIDENT OF A HOMELESS PERSON CAMPING ON THE FRONT STEPS OF OUR CHURCH AND OTHER LOCAL 
BUSINESSES, INCLUDING ANOTHER CHURCH, HAVING ISSUES WITH HOMELESS PEOPLE ENTERING THEIR PROPERTY REPEATEDLY AND CAUSING DAMAGE. WE REGRET THAT WE  
HAVE TO RESORT TO SUCH DRASTIC MEASURES, BUT UNFORTUNATELY, WE FEEL WE HAVE NO CHOICE. NOT ONLY DO WE NEED TO PROVIDE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR 
STAFF, VOLUNTEERS AND MEMBERS, WE ALSO NEED TO PROTECT OUR CHURCH PROPERTY.  THERE ARE MORE SAFETY MEASURES  PLANNED FOR  THE NEAR FUTURE AND WE 
WILL KEEP YOU APPRISED AS WE IMPLEMENT THEM.  WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND APOLOIGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS MAY CAUSE YOU. 

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2024:

*NORTH & EAST DOORS OF THE EDUCATON BULDING – EXIT ONLY, ACCESS ONLY WITH KEY                                           

*KITCHEN/DELIVERY DOOR – EXIT ONLY, ACCESS ONLY WITH KEY

*NARTHEX, SOUTHWEST  RAMP & MAIN DOORS WILL BE OPEN 45 MINUTES PRIOR TO WORSHIP 

*SOUTHWEST RAMP & MAIN DOORS WILL BE THE ONLY DOORS  OPEN FOR NON-WORSHIP    EVENTS (CONCERTS, MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY, CONFIRMATION, BLOODMOBILE, 
ETC)

*MAIN DOORS, BY THE OFFICE, WILL BE UNLOCKED DURING POSTED OFFICE HOURS  (MONDAY & FRIDAY – 9AM-12NOON; TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY – 9AM-4PM) 
THEY WILL ALSO BE OPEN 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO EVENING OR WEEKEND MEETINGS/EVENTS AND RELOCKED AT THE START OF THE MEETING/EVENT

Guiding Light Childcare Center

The implementation childcare committee contin-
ues to work on requisite steps  to open Guiding 
Light Childcare Center.  Funds continue to be 
secured, both internally and externally.  As we con-
tinue the process of soliciting funding for start-up 
and operational costs, please prayerfully consid-
er contributing to this endeavor.  If you wish to 
contribute towards these costs, pledge forms are 
available on the help desk in the Commons.  Please 
place in the box provided.  Thank you for every-
one’s support and prayers for the opening of a new 
childcare center.  Lynn Brown, Janelle Katzenmey-
er, Leslie Korngiebel,  Brooke Powell, Jen Telecky

New Roof
What a fantastic look for our beauti-
ful church. A long overdue project is 
checked off the list. It was a Big task, 
and they met it! It Looks fantastic! 
Thank you to the congregation for being 
so kind and patient during this crazy 
week of projects. 

Adult Chior
Come join the Adult Chior at Peace 
Lutheran Church. We are blessed to 
have this start again. Starting Septem-
ber 11th at 5:30. We would love to see 
you there!!

Occasional Sale Coming Soon!!!
We’ve been busy cleaning and getting ready for Peace Lutheran’s  first monthly occasional sale, which will be held on Thursday, October 
3rd from 9:00-4:00 at Peace Place. The sale will be held in the front/east rooms of Peace Place. (Youth activities take place in the remain-
ing rooms on the main level.)
We are looking for the following donations that are clean and gently used:  lamps with shades, pictures, jewelry, clothing, shoes, boots, 
purses, linens, small rugs, home décor including holiday items, kitchen items, books, DVD’s, CD’s, VHS tapes, records, puzzles, games, 
toys, crafts
NOTE:    In June of 2025 the occasional sale will overflow into the east Peace Place garage and include small furniture items, tools, sport-
ing goods, tools, gardening items, etc. Those items will be accepted in May and June.
Drop-off dates:  The first two drop-off dates for donations will be on Monday, September 9th from 4:00-6:00 P.M. and Monday, Septem-
ber 30th from 4:00-6:00 P.M. Volunteers will accept donations at the “flower door” on the south side of Peace Place.
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KIDS KIDS CONNECT CONNECT 
YOUTH YOUTH CONNECT CONNECT 

TIGER TWEENS
What:  an after-school program

When: Wednesdays, starting September 11th – April 30th from  3:15-4:30

Who:  4th and 5th graders

Where:  met by Tiger Tween leaders at “the rock”

We’ll have a snack, music, interactive Christian curriculum plus visits with 
Prince of Peace residents throughout the school year. There will be extended 
activities on early out days and time for homework. Sign up on PLC website or 
on registration forms in the Commons. Come join us!!

Confirmation Orientation
For students & parents  -  Peace Center
Wed. Sept. 4  |  5:00 pm  |  Grade 6, 7, 8  

Confirmation | Wednesdays  
Begins Sept 21  |  2:30 pm  |  Grade 6,7,8     
The confirmation program at Peace Lutheran provides an op-
portunity for students in grades 6-8 to continue their spiritual 
journey, that they may come to have a greater understanding of 
the Bible and Luther’s Catechism in their daily lives.  
Classes are held September through April. 
This year students are invited to join youth group prior to class 
on early releae days. 

Sunday School    Age 3-Gr 8
Sept.-May
Children can come and interact with friends and teachers 
to learn about the Old and New Testament through team 
building games, movies, crafts, and Bible stories.  There is 
music each week as well that the children will be working on 
towards Family Worships.  Jesus is constantly showing us 
his great plan and we love to teach the little ones how it is 
unfolding into a bigger plan for them.

 Youth Group HOPP (Hang Out at Peace Place)
Wednesday | 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
Our middle and high school youth group is a place where we 
hope to prepare our students for life with Christ through their 
school years. As they journey towards adulthood, the choices 
they make now have a profound effect on the rest of their lives. 
This is especially true for their faith journeys; and this is what 
makes these years such a crucial time. Students are welcome 
to join after school on early release days. This will be prior to 
confirmation start time. Events for HOPP will be posted on the 
website, on Facebook, as well as posters in the church. We would 
love for you to join in on the fun!! 

Release Time     Grades 2-5  
Wed. Morning    Church Basement
This is a great mid-week program in which children are 
released from school for one hour to go to a church of their 
choice for religious education. 

**REGISTRATION must be done prior to attending to be ex-
cused from school. Forms are returned TO THE SCHOOL.

Youth Group Night
in September will be 
volleyball, games, 
fellowship, snacks, and 
prayers. We would love 
to have our biggest 
group yet!!

Help Needed!  We are looking 
for parents/adults who are 
interested in helping with our youth 
programs. The greatest area of need 
will be Confirmation mentors!   If inter-
ested please contact the church office 
@ 587-3031. We have many activites, 
come see where you fit in!!  
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Peace Lutheran 
Women in Mission
Peace Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML)

September “Mission of the Month”
The “Mission of the Month” for September is Mayer Lutheran High School.  Check out their website, mayerlutheran.org, for more infor-
mation.   Drop your donation in the “Mission of the Month” boxes.  Thank you.

September 10 is LWML’s “September to Remember” Giving Day.  It is a day to honor someone who has inspired you on your journey 
as a Lutheran woman in mission.  For more information, you can go to the LWML website at www.lwml.org/givingday where you can 
donate online or by mail.

SAVE THE DATE – The McLeod Zone LWML Fall Rally will be on Saturday, October 19, 2024 at Immanuel Lutheran in Brownton.  More 
information coming soon.

The Fall issue of LWML Quartlery has arrived, it can be found in the wall case in the commons.

The sheep that gets picked off by the wolf is always the one who has distanced himself from the shepherd.

Bloodmobile
TUESDAY, Sept 10th 
TUESDAY, Oct 8th
12 pm - 6 pm - Peace Center
•  Appointments can be made on line at 
redcrossblood.org

SENIOR DRIVER 
      SAFETY PROGRAM
~ COURSE DATES & TIMES ~

	 Monday  September 9th  1-5 pm
	 Monday October 7th 1-5 pm
Room 207-209  Education Building
Two changes for the 55+ Driver Discount classes.  1. As of July 
1st, 2024, there is no longer a requirement in the state of Min-
nesota for a participant to take an 8-hour initial course per state 
statute 65b.28. This change means that participants will only be 
required to take a 4-hour course to receive the discount initially 
with their auto insurance partners. Moving forward there will 
not be a difference between initial and refresher classes and our 
courses will be known as the 55+ Driver Discount Program 
where any participant can take any 4-hour course, regardless of 
where they are in the journey.  The three-year cycle will remain 
in effect and participants will return to take 4-hour courses every 
three years to maintain their discount.  2.  The organization has a 
new name and will now be known as Precision Driving Center of 
Minnesota.
The phone number will stay the same.  320-308-1400 or 1-800-
234-1294.  The email has changed to precisiondrivingcenter@
stcloudstate.edu so please add this email to your safe sender list.
Hope to see you there!
Renee Clabo, Parish Health

It’s back to school time, which puts a lot of 
us back into a more consistent schedule. 
Here at Prince of Peace, we have been 
busy with education meetings, our Jam-
min’ for Jesus Ice Cream Social, and more. 
We are blessed with amazing volunteers 
and residents that made this event amaz-
ing - it was a blast! We had delicious ice cream sundaes, along 
with singing some of our favorite Christian songs that filled out 
cups and put smiles on our faces. Sharing our faith with others 
and singing it loud! God’s Blessings,

Destini Doring
Executive Director
Prince of Peace Retirement Living
#320.234.7588
www.poprl.org Blessings, 

	 Thank you to the LWML for the $700 do-
nation to help cover taxi for the month. It is 

much appreciated. Also, a thank you to the members that 
have given money to Parish Health to help defray the taxi 
expenses. It is such a needed service to be sure people are 
still able to attend worship and fellowship with friends and 
other believers.

Thank you Thrivant for always 
providing such wonderful 
opprunities to make a huge 
impact to our community! We 
truely appreciate you! If you 
have questions about getting 
your Thrivant funds, or what 
there is a need for, contact Sue 
at 320-587-3031.
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Peace Lutheran Church
Council Meeting

July 9, 2024; 6:30 p.m.
Present: Kim Borka, Melissa Weckwerth, Barb Otte, Chuck Jones, Pastor Miller, Gary Havemeier, Kevin Busse, Kathy Hochsprung, Lynn Brown, Mike McKimm, Dean Kirchoff, 
Becky Kobow, Sue Kroyer
AGENDA
Opening Prayer by Pastor Miller
	 Approval of Minutes

Motion made by Dean to accept 6-11-24 minutes.  2nd by Barb.   Motion carried.
3. Childcare feasibility group update:  Mike McKimm and Lynn Brown shared an update.  A meeting will be held on 7-21-24 for the congregation to approve or not 
approve moving forward with the plan.
Reports
1. Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Miller shared that he and Paul Otte are sharing the visitation of shut ins (there are 35 of them). He has also attended funerals and bap-
tisms as well.
2. Administrator/Office Report:  Sue shared that the garage sale raised $6549.00.  Plans are still being worked on to open the sales spot in September at Peace 
Place.

Roof update:  Work should be starting soon.  The AC has been fixed and needs some adjustment here and there.  
A new door policy will begin as of 8-1-24: 
*The north and east doors of the education will be EXIT only.  Access in only with a key. 
* Kitchen delivery door will also only be EXIT only.  Access in only with a key.
* Narthex, SW ramp and main doors will be open 45 minutes prior to worship.
*SW ramp and main doors will be unlocked during posted office hours (Monday & Friday 9 to noon; Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-4) and will also be open  
one half hour prior to events and then will be locked once the event begins. 

Anyone who works with students (Sunday School, confirmation, etc) will be required to have a background check done.  PLC will cover the cost of this for individuals. 
3. Treasurer’s Report:  No report shared

Old Business
1. Door/entrance security:  See above for door policy.
2. Stephen Ministry update – Becky shared an update on what the process of starting this program would look like.  We will wait until Pastor Weber begins and follow up at a 
later date.  
Addition:  Kevin Buss attended as an Elder.  Pastor Weber is looking forward to working with Elders again (his prior job had Deacons).  Discussion has been ongoing regarding 
Sunday School & confirmation.  Discussion has been ongoing for having a recognition for volunteers.  This is currently being done via the Messenger, website, etc. 
There was a youth night where 8-10 kids attended. 
New Business
1. Pastor Weber’s Installation date:  September 8, 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. with reception to follow (he will officially begin on September 1, 2024) 
a. NEEDED BY DISTRICT:
i. A signed page 6 of the call document
ii. A signed Diploma of Vocation AFTER the Installation service
iii. A completed and signed Form J AFTER the background check is completed
2. Search for DCE:  We will let Pastor Weber begin his position and then begin moving forward with this process.
3. Sunday school curriculum & procedure:  Discussion on curriculum.
Adjourn
Closing Prayer:  Lord’s Prayer
Next meeting: Tuesday, August 13, 2024

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Borka					    Melissa Weckwerth
Council Secretary				    Council President

PLC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

July 21, 2024;  11:30 a.m.

1.	  Meeting called to order by President Weckwerth at 11:38 a.m.  
2.	 Mike McKimm shared the presentation and Daycare Update for the facility which would be called “Guiding Light Christian Daycare.”

Question and answer session followed the presentation.
3.	 Ballots passed out for the vote to establish moving forward or not with opening Guiding Light Christian Daycare.

Results:  88 total votes.  66 yes, 22 no.  
According to the Bylaws, 2/3 of the majority vote was met.

4.	 Motion made by Kevin Buss to destroy voting  ballots.  2nd by Robbie Peterson.  Motion carried.

Meeting adourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Borka				    Melissa Weckwerth

PLC Secretary				    PLC Council President
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PERMIT NO. 8

September 8th 2024
10:00 am service

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Installation Sunday 

Congregational Indoor Picnic 
Lunch in the Peace Center
 following his Installation 

Pastor Kurt Weber 



September 2024 Prayer Calendar

Dear Lord, I pray a prayer:  
1.  of thanks for the gift of another day and month. May I use it wisely all for your glory.
2.  to abide in you, so that you might abide in me and bring glory to your name.
3.  to trust in You with all my heart, soul and mind.
4.  that You bless my work so it might enable others to see the blessing that flow from being a     

child of God.
5.  of thanks for our dedicated staff as they support our vision: “We are a loving community, called 

by God’s grace, that all now the peace of God.”
6.  that Your healing touch fills my heart with Your powerful love.
7.  to help me advance your kingdom and give me the grace to be a righteous example to others.
8.  of gratitude for Pastor and Laura Weber accepting our Call!
9.  for a continued sense of purpose and fulfillment to grow from serving others.
10.  that you bless me with the courage to forgive others that I may truly love my neighbor as      

myself.
11.  for your blessings upon our confirmation students and families.
12.  that I have a servant’s heart eager to serve others.
13.  that you strengthen my ability to follow your example as your disciple.
14.  that Rally Sunday instills in us the importance of sharing and studying God’s word.
15.  that the Holy Spirit uplift our Sunday School teachers to help our children understand God’s 

love for all.
16.  for the strength to choose to forgive in the same way You have forgiven me.
17.  to more consistently lift my friends, family, and spiritual leaders in prayer. 
18.  to worship You regularly.
19.  that you purify my heart and allow the word to become active in my life. 
20.  to be kind to one another and forgiving, as You in Christ forgives me. 
21.  to grant me the strength that comes for following your Word.
22.   of gratitude for the Children’s Choir enriching our worship services.
23.  that my faith be strengthened so I might be a blessing to my family, friends and community.
24.  to help me grow more disciplined in my spiritual walk with You.
25.  that you guide me to strengthen my commitment to daily devotions. 
26.  that You help me hold fast to Your truth, and commandments.
27.  to have a heart that only yearns for the things that please You.  
28.  of thanks for the grace extended to me despite my sin. 
29.  of gratitude for the handbell choir’s ability to enrich our worship services.
30.  that you strengthen my discipline to follow you in every thought, word, and deed.
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