The 1* Sunday after Christmas
December 29, 2024
Peace Lutheran Church
Hutchinson, Minnesota

HYMN 379 (Maroon): O Come, All Ye Faithful

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 111)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

1 will extol the LORD with all my heart
in the council of the upright and in the assembly.
2 Great are the works of the LORD;
they are pondered by all who delight in them.
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4He has caused his wonders to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.
> He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
%He has shown his people the power of his works,
giving them the lands of other nations.
’The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy.
8They are established for ever and ever,
enacted in faithfulness and uprightness.
9He provided redemption for his people;
he ordained his covenant forever—
holy and awesome is his name.
¥ The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
To him belongs eternal praise. (NIV)
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



CONFESSION

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. :

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMN 361 (Maroon): O Little Town of Bethlehem

Reader: Arlene Benshoof

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9:1-2 49:6
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of
the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
2The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness

a light has dawned.

And now the Lord says—
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel | have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE READING: Colossians 3:12-17

2Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. *® Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.» And over all these virtues put on love, which
binds them all together in perfect unity.

15 et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful. 6 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts. ¥ And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him. (NIV)

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN: NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon; LSB page 211

O Lord, now let Your servant, Depart in heav’'nly peace
For | have seen the glory, Of Your redeeming grace;
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

A All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2" chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.
22\When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to
be consecrated to the Lord”), 2*and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord:
“a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 261t had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 2’ Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
23 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 3 light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 3* Then Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be spoken against, 3°so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”



36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 3 Coming up to them at
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to
the redemption of Jerusalem.
39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to
their own town of Nazareth. *® And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the
grace of God was on him. (NIV)

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN 370 (Maroon): What Chiid Is This?
MESSAGE “God Made the First Move” (Col. 3:12-17) Pastor Miller

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into heil. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS
PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Page 198, AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
HYMN 364 (Maroon): Away in a Manger
HYMN 393 (Maroon): Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
BLESSING

HYMN 368 (Maroon): Angels We Have Heard on High
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