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Dear Family and Friends,

Isaac Watts the famous hymn writer wrote:
Joy to the world; the Lord is come;

Let Earth receive her King;

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,

And heav’n and nature sing. (3x)

(based on Psalm 98)

The season of Advent and Christmas is the wonderful
season of the Joy of Jesus! We love to celebrate with
lights, decorated trees, cookies and treats, the giving
and receiving of gifts, the gathering of family coming
home for Christmas, and of course the singing of our
favorite Christmas Carols.

We love to sing with all the church those wonderful
tunes like ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’, ‘O come all ye
Faithful’, ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’, ‘Away in the
Manger’, ‘O Holy Night’, ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’,
and of Course we always sing ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’
by candlelight. Then every Christmas service ends with
Joy to the World! | can’t wait!!!

The reason for the season is Jesus and his birth in a
lowly manger. God sent his one and only son into the
world to be born to be with us (Emmanuel) so that
he could save us from our sin! That message of the
Gospel fills our hearts with great joy!

So we celebrate not only Christ Jesus coming at
Christmas time but eventually Christ return to take us
all to our heavenly home!

| want to invite you to join us for our weekly
Wednesday Advent services at 11:30 am and 4:30pm

PEACE WORSHIP TIMES

SATURDAY
6:30 pm Worship in Sanctuary

NDAY
8:30 - Worship in Sanctuary

10:30 Worship in Peace Center

ONLINE WORSHIP

Livestream
plchutch.org Watch Live@8:30am

FacebookLive
www.facebook.com/HutchinsonMN
YouTube
www.youtube.com Peace Hutchinson mn
CABLE TV - HCVN

chan 10 — Nuvera, chan 8 — Mediacom
Sun. 7 pm & 10 pm
Wed 5 pm, Thurs 10 am

as well as our Saturday worship services at
6:30pm and Sunday morning worship at 8:30
am and 10:30 am!

Invite your family and friends to our special
Children’s Christmas service as well as our
Bells and Choir service, and of course our
Christmas’ Eve services and Christmas day
service!

Together, let’s give thanks and praise to God
for the gift of Jesus!

A Joyful Christmas and Happy New Year to you

and your family!
Pastor Kurt Weber

THE LORD IS COME




Associate Pastor’s Corner

I just received and invitation to attend a reception to celebrate the 95th birthday of my high school English
teacher. Reaching the age of 95 doesn’t sound that rare these days, especially in our congregation. But the invitation
made me think about all the students this teacher saw in class and how he must have wondered - what became of
those students? For sure I was not a stellar academic or a standout thespian. But I do remember him and do remem-
ber what he tried to teach us.

We have a great amount of teaching and learning that happens in our congregation. Christmas season is an
important highlight of that teaching opportunity. We remember Christmas so well because someone taught us not
only the story, but also the meaning behind Christmas. Their teaching in turn, turns us into teachers too when some-
one asks us to explain why we have such hope in that Jesus born in Bethlehem (1Peter3:15). Thats a 7th Grade Con-
firmation memory verse. This is the impact of what Luke wrote in chapter 2:16-18. “And they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had
been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them”

I do like the sentiment that goes with Christmas, the memory of children thrashing through gifts, the singing
of carols, watching certain Christmas movies. But I am still amazed at the love of God who gave His son to this world
just so He could save us from OUR sins. That’s the JOY of Christmas for me- I pray it is for you too.

God’s Peace,
Pastor Miller
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November 13 — Jeremiah Lee Black, Adult

November 16- Wrenlee Layne Mackedanz, daughter
of Brandin and Courtney Mackedanz

FUNERALS

November 4 — Jerry Fischer, 91, passed October 17

November 15 — Grace Schumann, 93, passed November 2

Memorials

Elvern Mickle - $200 - Debt Reduction
Darlene Piehl - $500- Cemetery
$500- Peace Center Kitchen
$1,345- General Fund
Jerry Fischer -$10- Debt Reduction

Grace Schumann -$10- Debt Reduction

Nathan & Theresa Berwald - $1500 -Debt Reduction
$1500 -Peace Center Chair Fund

RECENT TRANSFERS

Jeremiah and Mandy Black and Deacon and Summer- joined
by profession of faith

Allen Hansen- joined by profession of faith

Keith Anderson- transferred from Good Sheperd Lutheran,
Glencoe MN

Rachel Garfunkel, and Christina and Emily transferred to
St.Pauls, Lester Prairie MN

Aaron Schmeling transferred to Crossview Lutheran in
Edina MN

Kyle Olsen released to join Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Canby MN

Christmas Music
in the Commons

ADVENT SEASON WEEKDAY WORSHIP

Advent Series: Thorn and Thistle. “Wednesday,
December 3,10 and 17 at 11:30am and 4 Sme

This Advent, we invite you to join us for a special
Wednesday worship series taken from a new song
by Keith and Kristen Getty titled, “Thorn and This-
tle” The theme is based on on Genesis 3:17 -18," And
to Adam he said, Because you have listened to the
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you, You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the
days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field”
The Genesis story reminds us of the messy, complicated,
and often surprising path that feaa@ to t/;y Christmas
story Instead of a pristine and kingly nativity scene, we
ill fook at tﬁe ‘thorns” and "thistles'~the imperfections,
tﬁe unexpected, and the human struggles—that are part

of God's plan.

As the world rushes into the holi-
days, let us pause and breathe in the
peace that this season was meant to
bring. In the quiet moments — by the
twinkle of lights, around the table with
loved ones, or in simple prayer — we
can feel God'’s presence most clearly.

May we remember that joy is not
found in the hurry, but in the Holy — in kindness shared,
gratitude expressed, and hearts turned toward Him. Slow
down, be still, and let your soul make room for the miracle
of this season. Make the relaxed coffee date at a family’s
home versus a BIG outing and take in all God’s beauty he
has made for us. Lastly, we want to thank all of you who
made it to our Holiday Tour of Home Open House event. It
was a lovely day enjoyed by all.

22

Blessings,

Destini Doring

Executive Director

Prince of Peace Retirement Living

#320.234.7588

Join us for caroling between worship services!
www.poprl.org

December 7t - Adult Choir Caroling
December 14" - Adult Choir Caroling




A
Children’s
Christmas

Program

Sunday, December 14th, 10:30 am Sanctuary
All are invited to join us as the children tell about God'’s

great love for us in word and song!
Rehearsal for the Children's Christmas service
Sat. Dec 13, 10:00am - 11:30am
Follwed by Christmas Party

Includes a Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus (bring your camera), deco-
rating and lighting of the children’s Christmas tree, making orn-

ments, ice cream & pizza, crafts and so much more.

Everyone invited!!!

‘Poinsettias

Sunday School
We are delighted that so many students (preschool through 8th
grade), teachers, parents and helpers are joining us on Sunday
mornings to learn more about the Bible. Sunday School lessons:
December 7th is The Birth of Christ. December 14th is the Children’s
program. December 21st and 28th are Christmas Break.

g
Sunday School Missions

Our fall mission project is purchasing animals through Luther-

an World Relief. Animals are part of LWR programming because
healthy, thriving animals contribute to healthy and thriving com-
munities. LWR works in rural farming communities because those
in poverty often live in rural settings and rely on agriculture for
survival, including livestock. Sunday School offerings will go toward
this project. Thank you to everyone who has supported the Sunday
School’s fall/ winter offering for Lutheran World Relief animals.

We have raised enough money, thus far. for several goats, pigs and
chickens!

Teen Bible Study and Youth ™
activitieg are every Wedneg-
day in the Peace Center. We
would love you to come and
join ug! Lote of good activ-
ities to do and be with like
minded friendg every week.

Peace members and visitors will again be enjoying beautiful decorations during the Christmas season. The cost of a plant is $13.

If you would like to buy a poinsettia plant as a memorial, or perhaps to honor a special person in your life, or give a donation for a project or
ministry such as TTNG (Debt Free Initiative), General Fund, or Other, please fill out the form below and return to church along with your dona-

tion by December 17"

In Honor or Memory of

Number of Poinsettias x $13 = §

$ Donation to

Donated by




Christmas Cookie Sale

th
Saturday, December 6 CROW RIVER SINGERS" §
12 am -3 pm present

We have many wonderful bakers and we're asking for your d—{m% d—(a)‘(mung

help If you would be so kind, please bring in some of your favorite homemade hol-

iday baked treats to the Peace Center kitchen on or before December 6th. We will SHELBY LOFGREN. DIRECTOR
begin packaging them at 9am on the 6t and have ready to sell by noon. Look for © gy /ASON COYLE AND VICKIBHARRIS, PUSIIISTS
the Cookies to be for sale in the Peace Center 12 -3. Would you like to help? We ® ’

can use people to sort and package the treats. Questions or to help, please call Sue ‘&’:&lﬁ‘ 2 o
at the church office, 320-587-3031. :
All proceeds will go to the Debt Reduction, and will be matched by the Congre- Frid@iiDecember 5, 2025 - 700fpm® J

i "
gational Fund!! Sunday, December 7, 2025 - 2:00 pm

Peace Lutheran Churchi*
_ 400 Franklin St SW '

L Hutchinson .4

Wisemen still
seek Him!

It has been the tradition at Peace to invite you
to to Capture A Family Photo For Christmas!

Located in the Commons Area, it's available to use

whenever the church is open. If you'd like help taking the photo,
just ask one of the staff for assistance.

m

~ COMMON CUP MINISTRY Thank You!!!!

Thank you to all that contributed food
for the collection for common cup
with our tradtional Holiday Dinner.
Half of the Thanksgiving offerings will
be given to Common Cup also. Last
but not least the Cornucopia in the
commons will all be donated to Com-
mom Cup. Thank you all for so many
donations, that will make a Big impact
~ THANK YOU! Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a in our beautiful community!!

blessed year ahead in 2026.

To learn more about Common Cup Ministry visit common-cup.org

W As 2025 comes to a close, we extend a heartfelt thank
you to the members of Peace for your continued support

of Common Cup Ministry. It has been a truly blessed year. Your generous

gifts allow CCM to provide vital financial and emergency assistance, along

with spiritual encouragement, to those facing hardship in our community.

And your partnership over the past 25 years has made this work possible

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, we would like to invite you
to a Congregational Christmas Gathering. The Special Wor-
ship service on December 21st at 10am, will be accompanied
by our Handbells and Choir. Following the service you are
invited to the Peace Center, for a holiday luncheon. Free will
offering with proceeds to the debt. Come All Ye Faithful to
our Peace on Earth and GoodWill to Men! It will be an O Holy
Day. No service Saturday night, a Silent Night. Come join the
fun, Pa Rum Pa Pum Pum!! We will have a Blue Blue Blue
Christmas Without You!




Bloodmobile

TUESDAY, Dec 9th

TUESDAY, Jan 13th

12 pm - 6 pm - Peace Center

* Appointments only can continue to be %-ROI‘O’E

made on line at redcrossblood.org or by
calling Shirley W. at 587-5064. Thank you
for continuing to support

We have received some very generous donations and

the Sunday morning crowd is also helping by paying
fair prices or better for their coffee and snacks. So
appreciated as winter will probably cause an increase
in Taxi need. We want everyone that wants to worship
with us to be able to attend services.

New helpers welcome. There are projects that can be done
at home if you prefer. We can always use fabric, bed sheets and
blankets. Stains and holes are ok because some of these are used
for the inside of the quilt and we can mend them. If they are
washed and clean they are needed for every quilt. Large pieces of

fabric, sheets and even large curtains are used.

Peace Lutheran

Women in Mission O I_W/V\ I_

®  Lutheran Women in Mission

Occasional Sale Update

November occasional sale proceeds were $$3,302.53. Half
of the proceeds, $1,651.27 went to debt reduction, which will
be matched by the Congregational Fund!! The Closet (McLeod
County) received $825.63, and the same amount went toward
utilities and maintenance. The Closet supports foster and adopt-
ed children. Words can’t express the gratitude we have for our
faithful volunteers, amazing donors, and our shoppers!

The next drop-off date is Monday, December 29th from
4:00-6:00 PM. Volunteers are always welcome to help sort and
price donations on Monday and Thursday mornings from 10:00-
noon. Items can also be dropped oft during those times. Please
ring the doorbell, and volunteers will receive your donations. We
accept clothing, shoes, purses, jewelry, home décor, towels, bed-
ding, small rugs, kitchen items, lamps, pictures, small appliances,
crafts, yarn, toys, books, puzzles, DVD’s, CD’s, vinyl records,
sport trading cards, and other miscellaneous items. Please con-
tact Lynn at 320-582-0193 or Gayle at 320-583-2487 if you have
any questions about donations.

The next occasional sale date is December 4th from
10:00-6:00. Specials are buy one book, get one book free of equal
or lesser value, 50% oft Precious Moments, selecting jackets and
vests, and athletic wear. A quarter of the occasional sale pro-
ceeds will be given to our local food shelf. Occasional sale will
also be open on December 6th from noon-3:00 in conjunction
with Peace cookie sale. On Saturday only, Christmas items will be
Y2 price. Please contact Lynn at 320-582-0193 or Gayle at 320-
583-2487 if you have any questions about donations.

SENIOR DRIVER
SAFETY PROGRAM

~ COURSE DATES & TIMES -~ ...

Thursday December 11th 1 5 pm

Room 207-209 Education Building

The next 55+Drivers Discount Class at Peace Lutheran Church
is scheduled for Thursday, December 11th 1:00 - 5:00pm in
rooms 208-210. The classes will be held at the same time and
in the same rooms. Registration is still through Precision
Driving Center of Minnesota. You may call 320-308-1400 or
888-234-1294 or register online at www.DriverDiscountPro-
gram.com.

Hope to see you there!

CHRISMONS are white and gold ornaments featuring Christian symbols. They serve as a visual reminder of Christ’s story.
White represents purity, joy and the liturgical color of Christmas. Gold symbolizes the glory, majesty and kingship of
Jesus. You can see and enjoy our beautiful Chrismon tree in the church office this Advent season.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! The Minnesota South District LWML is seeking volunteers to help at the 31st District Convention

on June 18-20, 2026. The Crow River Conference, which is made up of the Arlington Zone, the McLeod Zone and the

Litchfield Zone, will be the Host Committee for the convention. Around 30 volunteers are needed from the three zones.

Please consider attending the convention and being a volunteer. More information will be coming soon. YOU DO NOT

NEED TO BE AN LWML MEMBER TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION. If interested, contact Nona Anderson (583-6745).
The closer you are to the Shepherd, the safer you are from the wolves.



Peace Lutheran Church

Council Meeting
October 21, 2025

Present: Melissa Weckwerth, Chuck Jones, Gary Havemeier, Kathy Hochsprung, Lynn Brown, Pastor Weber, Sue Kroyer, Justin Evenson, Kim Borka, Dean Klrkhoff,
Renee Clabo

Welcome
Opening Prayer and Devotion: Joshua 1
Approval of Minutes

Motion by Gary to accept September 2025 minutes. 2nd by Lynn. Motion carried. Renee Clabo - upcoming event featuring author Benjamin Hylden: Renee shared the
experience of Benjamin and how his faith has guided him in his life. He will be visiting Peace Lutheran on November 18 @ 6:30 p.m. and speak about faith and determi-
nation.

Reports

1. Pastor’s Report:

a. Update on Y & F Minister call committee: Elia Peterson visiting on 10/22 for an interview.

She will spend the day at PLC.

All Saint’s Day is November 1, 2025

Childcare update: November 3 is the goal to open Guiding Light. Recently teachers and aides have been hired. There is discussion of beginning a committee of looking
at long range plans and goals for PLC. A new men’s bible study will be starting soon. Advent services will focus on the book of Genesis. Wednesday services will be at
11:30 and 4:30.

2. Administrator/Office Report: Sue shared that October sales for the Occasional store was $2584.70. Half of this went to debt reduction and was also matched by the
Congregational Fund.

HAY lunch is this Thursday 10/23. 10/29 Trick or Treat for the Food shelf being done my confirmation

November. 21: Turkey and Ham Dinner is from 11-3. 12/6 Cookie and bake sale from 12-3.

Occasional store will also be open that day.

Picture directory: one session left for people to sign up. Connie Harbarth has been hired to work in the office. As of November 3, she will be full time.
Treasurer’s Report: Justin shared that the sprinkler and pipe issues have been fixed. Snow removal needs to be found for this winter.

Elder’s Report: shared by Pastor

Carpet installation is complete! It looks wonderful!

Church directory: Addressed above in office report.

Guiding Light updates: Addressed above in Pastor’s report

Governance documents: Chuck shared

a. Vote to approvel

Motion made by Dean to approve resolutions to the congregational fund.

Motion carried.

New Business

Set date for annual congregational meeting: February 1, 2026.

Vote for governance policy manual: Motion made by Dean to adopt the Sept. 12, 2025

version of the governance policy manual. 2nd by Justin. Motion carried.

3. Goal setting or ideas for next year: Discussion of beginning to start this process as we get closer to being debt free.

4, Chuck discussed the slate of candidates for Council Vice President.

Adjourn at 8:37 p.m.

Closing Prayer by Pastor Weber

Next meeting: Tuesday, November 11

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Borka Melissa Weckwerth

Church Council Secretary Church Council President

Your Contributions to Peace Lutheran Church
for 2025

Tax purposes must be received by noon Wednesday, December 31"". Any contributions received after that time will be
applied to 2026 tax statements. If you have any questions, please contact Sue at 320-587-3031.




December 2025
Prayer Calendar

—

. Be filled with joy this Advent as you await Jesus’arrival.

2. "Hosanna now through Advent with loving hearts we sing, for Jesus Christ is coming to be his chil-

dren’s king” Lutheran Worship (LW) Hymn #16, vs 1).

Ask God’s blessing on Advent programs and services at Peace Lutheran Church

| am a sinner, Lord. For Jesus’ sake forgive me. Hebrews 10:22 (ESV) “Sprinkled with the blood of Christ,

our hearts have been made free from a guilty conscience, and our bodies have been washed with

pure water. So come near to God with a sincere heart, full of confidence because of our faith in Christ.”

5. Jesus, help me to love others as you love me; to forgive as you have forgiven me.

6. Pray for those experiencing troubles, for comfort, strength, and God’s guidance for the days ahead.

7. Pray for peace in the world as we wait for Jesus, the Prince of Peace. (Today is Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day)

8. Pray for those serving in the military and away from home this Advent and Christmas season.

9. Pray for government leaders to serve with integrity, since they are accountable to God Most High.

10. Jesus, you are our hope. “Come, O long expected Jesus, born to set your people free; from our fears
and sins release us by your death on Calvary. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope to all the earth
impart. Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart” LW, Hymn 22 vs 1.

11.Strengthen my faith, Lord Jesus, and make my heart your throne.

12.Pray for each person on your Christmas gift list.

13. Pray for those facing health challenges this holiday season.

14.How can | serve you, Lord: will you give me an assignment?

15.Thank God for our freedom to worship; pray for Christians ‘round the world suffering persecution for
their faith.

16. As Christians let us rededicate ourselves to living a life pleasing to God; to joyfully shine the light of
the gospel of Jesus Christ in our corner of the world.

17.Pray for those still in darkness; may they come to know the true light that is Jesus.

18. Pray for those suffering from results of war and violence.

19.Pray for the Peace Lutheran pastors, church council, elders, and deacons.

20. Pray for Peace Lutheran support staff, for the Sunday school and the children’s ministry staff.

21.In these busy days keep me focused on you Lord Jesus.

22.Pray for safety and favorable weather conditions for those traveling during the holidays.

23. Pray for those having a “blue” Christmas because they are alone, or grieving a loss, or are in need.
[Jesus said] “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27 NIV).

24. Give me peace today dear Lord Jesus as | worship you. Christmas Eve.

25.Thank God for the gift of salvation through Jesus our newborn King. Christmas Day.

26.Lord, may our worship please you. Help us to worship in spirit and in truth.

27.Thank God for family, friends, and our church family at Peace.

28. Commit to daily reading God'’s word and to prayer. Join a Bible study group at church.

29.You are always with us Lord, year in, year out. Thank you for your blessings throughout 2025.

30. Our Father in Heaven, may your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

31.Lord, may each of my days in the new year 2026 be pleasing in your sight. New Year’s Eve.

AW
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A Children’s

Christmas Program
Sunday, December 14th

10:30 am in the Sanctuar

Christmas Cookie
1 & Bake Sale
- December 6™

Re!earsa| !or t!e C!il!ren’s C!ristmas service

Sat. Dec 13, 10:00am - 11:30am
Follwed by Christmas Party
Includes a Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus (bring your camera), decorating and
lighting of the children’s Christmas tree, making ornements, cookie decora-
tiong, ice cream & pizza, crafts and so much more.
Everyone invited!!!

plchutch.org ¢ 320-587-3031




Pastor Kurt Weber 989-430-6585
Pastor Jeff Miller 320-510-3474
Church Office 320-587-3031

Prayer Chain: 320-587-6484
Web Site: www.plchutch.org
Email: office@plchutch.org

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 9am -4 pm

December 2025

10:00 Prayer Chain
4-5:30 Grief Share

First Sunday in Advent 7

8:30 Worship/Communion
9:30 Caroling

9:40 Bible Study

9:40 Sunday School
10:30 Worship

Second Sunday in Advent 14
8:30 Worship

Blood Pressure Checks
9:30 Caroling

10:00 Children Meet

10:30 Children’s Christmas
Program

Third Sunday in Advent 21

10:00 Carols & Bells
Worship Service

11:00 Congregational
Holiday Luncheon

Fourth Sunday in Advent 28

10:00 Worship/Communion

No School-423

Picture Day 2-9 2
6:45-7:45 Men’s Bible
10:00 Women'’s Bible St
3:00 Parables Bible St
6:00 Women Talk

6:30 Promise Keepers
6:30 Elders

6:45-7:45 Men’s Bible
10:00 Women'’s Bible St

3:00 Parables Bible St
12-6 Bloodmobile
6:30 Promise Keepers
6:30 Council

15 16

6:45-7:45 Men'’s Bible
10:00 Women'’s Bible St
3:00 Parables Bible St
6:30 Promise Keepers

22 Early Release 23

29 30

No School-423

9:00 Release Time 3
10:00 Body & Soul
11:30 Worship & Lunch
1:00 Quilting

3:30 Tiger Tweens
2:45 Confirmation

4:30 Worship

6:30 Handbells

9:00 Release Time 10

10:00 Body & Soul
11:30 Worship & Lunch
3:30 Tiger Tweens
2:45 Confirmation

4:30 Worship

5:30 Adult Choir

6:30 Handbells

9:00 Release Time 17

9:00 Parish Health Mt

10:00 Body & Soul
11:30 Worship & Lunch
1:00 Quilting

3:30 Tiger Tweens
2:45 Confirmation

4:30 Worship

6:00 Adult Choir &
Handbells

Christmas Eve 24

3:00 Worship
5:00 Worship
7:00 Worship
9-12 Office

No School-423

31

9-12 Office

No School-423

Occasional Sale 10-6

11
18
6:30 Trustees
Christmas Day 25

9:00 Christmas Worship
& Communion

Office Closed
No School-423

Office Closed

6:45-7:45 Men’s Bible
6:30
Worship/Communion
Cookie Sale 12-3
Occasional Sale 12-3

12 13

6:45-7:45 Men’s Bible

10:00 Children’s
Rehearsal

11:30 Children’s
Party

6:30 Worship

19 20
6:45-7:45 Men’s Bible

Fold Day Messenger

26 27

Office Closed
No School-423

Office Closed



