
Messenger of PEACEMessenger of PEACE

Find us at:
400 Franklin St. SW

Hutchinson, MN

Website: plchutch.org
Email:  office@plchutch.org

Ph:  320-587-3031

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6  

PEACE WORSHIP TIMES
SATURDAY

6:30 pm  Worship in Sanctuary
SUNDAY 

8:30  - Worship in Sanctuary

10:30   Worship in Peace Center

ONLINE WORSHIP  
Livestream 

plchutch.org   Watch Live@8:30am

FacebookLive
www.facebook.com/HutchinsonMN

YouTube
www.youtube.com  Peace Hutchinson mn

CABLE TV - HCVN
chan 10 – Nuvera, chan 8 – Mediacom

 Sun. 7 pm & 10 pm
Wed 5 pm, Thurs 10 am

Dear family and Friends,

John the Evangelist wrote, By this we know love, that he (Jesus) 
laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers. (1 John 3:16)

I was thinking the other day about the things I love. Here is a 
short list. 
I love God and his love for us. I love God’s Word and preaching 
and teaching it. I love my wife and my family. I love Peace 
Lutheran Church and worshipping every Saturday and Sunday. 
(It is the best day of the week!) I love our dogs and ice cream. I 
love the Green Bay Packers and Charlie Brown. I love inspiring 
movies and  fishing even when I bring in the smallest catch of 
the day. I love planning for the future and enjoying the many 
blessings of today. That’s my list. It is in no particular order. I am 
sure you have a list too. I would love to hear it.

When we love something or someone we would do almost 
anything for them. God’s love for us is like that. God loves us 
so much that he laid down his life for us. God encourages us to 
show his love by laying down our lives for one another. 

One of the best ways we can show our love for Christ and 
one another is to seek God and his plans for the future of our 
congregation. If there is one thing that we want to be sure of 
it is the raising up of our children and grandchildren to know 
the Lord and his Word. We want the mission of Peace Lutheran 
Church to continue for generations to come. We are so excited 
that God has added our new Director of Christian Education Elia 
Peterson to our amazing staff. 

Recently Pastor Miller, myself, and leaders of our congregation 
began meeting to pray and discuss God’s plans for Peace 
Lutheran in the near future and the years to come. Pastor Miller 
and myself will be sharing the details of our work with you each 
month in the news letter. We will be asking for your thoughts 
and your participation along the way. For now we ask for your 
prayers. Please pray specifically that God would continue to 

make clear his mission and priorities for us. Pray that 
we would not get ahead of God or behind Him.

God has truly shown his love for us, our families, and 
our church for these past 130 plus years. We can’t ever 
thank him enough for all those who have gone before 
us to serve God and Peace Lutheran. I encourage you 
to take time each day to let your family, friends, fellow 
church members, and neighbors know how much you 
love and appreciate them.

God Bless you and your family! 
Pastor Kurt Weber

By this we know love, that he 
(Jesus) laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers. (1 John 3:16)



Saturday 6:30pm
Feb 7: Brian Baysinger & 
	 Patty Thul
       14: Dick & Corinne Higgins
       21: Rhonda Tronick & Kathy 	
	 Hochsprung 
       28: Dean & Lisa Kirchoff
      

Associate Pastor’s Corner
WOW, our January 2026 acted like my body does almost every day. I change from HOT (actually warm) to COLD. That can happen multi-
ple times each day. January had warm and cold windy days too. I wonder if that too is a picture of Peace Lutheran today. CAN you believe 
what we did as a congregation during 2025 with paying off the debt? AND we did it without a campaign or meetings, or personal visits. All 
of sudden God’s people decided to take care of business – and as God does! It has been done lavishly! I want to thank you all for your part. 

Continue to pray and keep up the wonderful response to God’s mercy and love to us. We are not done yet
Peace Lutheran has a new day ahead of us. Pastor Weber will give us an overall picture of what the Council’s Planning Committee is discuss-
ing. I want to address some specifics.  Number 1 must be this wonderful structure that God has given us through the hard work of so many 

people and leaders over that past 100+ years. We dare not neglect it. 
A second priority is staffing – we are at a wonderful complement right now, and we enjoy serving together. That is great for now. Pastor We-
ber told us when he came that he wants to retire in time to enjoy their grandchildren. Secondly, my sunset might be sooner than that, only 

God knows that answer. It’s nice to have the luxury of two pastors, but we must prepare for the time when that is no longer possible.
Ministry is a third priority. With a complement of staff, we expect more ministry to expand. How do we do that without paying for staff to do 

it FOR US. The answer to that must come back to each one of us. 
And fourth is our reputation. When I used to work with congregations, I always asked what the community thought of xyz congregation. 
I sent members to the businesses downtown and they asked – what do you know or hear about xyz church. We all have much to do with 

our reputation. Of course, we want people in our community to think of us as a God-pleasing and a God-fearing community, sharing Jesus 
Christ and helping our community to be a better place to live. And look at Peace Lutheran see how much they serve one another and their 

community. What do we want our community to think and say about us?
All this doesn’t JUST happen. We all must work towards our preferred future asking God to help plan and help us live as His people/His 

Church. We are glad to be on this journey with you.
God’s Blessings, 
Pastor Jeff Miller  

Sunday 8:30am                      10:30am
   Feb   1: Nona Anderson                    Kevin Pfau
              8: Gwen Wichman                   Ashley Broll
             15: Weston Witte                     Sara Peterson
             22: Melissa Weckerth               Grace Pucket
               

February 8:30am
Team  3 & 4
Tim Zackrison
Marc Max
Marlin Haag
Troy Kurth
Owen Streich

Ushers

February
 Readers

Saturday 6:30pm
 Feb 7: Joann Keilen 
       14: Dick Higgins
       21: Joann Keilen
       28: Lee Uldburg February 1	

 8:30     Scott and Shannon Streich
10:30   Barb Marquart & Diane 	
	 Johnson
February 8
 8:30    Dean and Lisa KIrchoff   
10:30   Sharon Christensen

February  Greeters

February 15
8:30     Dale & Judy Schumann
10:30   Linda & John Kalenberg
February 22	
8:30     Butch and Judy Hanke  
10:30   Linda & John Kalenberg

Pipe Organ Repairs
 

    The beautiful pipe organ will be 30 years old in 2027. We will need to do some upkeep to main-
tain it’s amazing sound. The organ has 4 manuals - Swell, Great, Solo and Pedal. This project will 

be done in 2 phases.
    We will be completing Phase 1 in March. This involves removing all of the Swell pipes and 

sending some of them to Dobson Organ Company in lowa for repairs, then cleaning and checking 
everything and reinstalling all of the pipes.

    Since we will be doing this in 3 stages, portions of the organ will always be available for Sun-
days, funerals, etc. If we did it all at once, we would be without the organ for several weeks. 
Please see Sue Kroyer if you are interested in donating toward this project. Also, this 
year’s pie sales will go to the repairs!! Please pick up an order form in the office today. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 18



Roses are red, violets are blue—God’s 
love is faithful, strong, and true! Febru-
ary is a month filled with reminders of 
love—kind words, thoughtful gestures, 
and hearts everywhere we look. As we 
move through this season, may we be 
reminded of God’s unfailing love and 
the joy that comes from sharing it with 
others. Let’s take this month as an opportunity to love a little 
bigger, forgive a little quicker, and shine His light wherever 
we go. Here at Prince of Peace, not only will we be doing 
that, but we’ll also be having some extra youthful fun playing 
some Winter Games that our Lisa is putting together. I’m 
excited for not only the fun, but mostly the laughs. Life’s too 
short to take life too seriously, so we’re going to let loose 
and enjoy some shenanigans! To see the fun make sure you 
like our Facebook page!

Blessings,
Destini Doring
Executive Director
Prince of Peace Retirement Living
#320.234.7588

BAPTISM

Jan 11 – Ophelia Boots Scheuble, Daughter of Troy 		
		  Scheuble and Rebecca Messner
Jan18 – Elliot Denis Miller, Son of Timothy Miller and Lexi 	
		  Hemmesch
Jan 24 – Harper Michael Schmidt, Daughter of Benjamin 	
		  and Morgan Schmidt
Jan 25 – Clara Lynn Cassens and Caden Cash  Cassens,  	
		  Twin Children of Brandon and Madison 	
		  Cassens  

FUNERALS

Jan 19 – Bernadine Telecky, 94,  passed Jan 15
 
Memorials

Elsie Alsleben - $143.00 – Cemetery Fund

Transfers

Joel Haag, transferred to Good Shepherd, Glencoe MN
Everette Bryant received by Profession of Faith
Brock Bryant received by Profession of Faith

OFFICIAL ACTS Occasional Sale
	 January 8th occasional sale proceeds were 
$2,142.25. Half of the proceeds, $1,071.13 went to debt 
reduction. Common Cup received $535.56, and the same 
amount went toward utilities and maintenance.  We ex-
tend a huge thank you to all of the volunteers, donors, 
and shoppers who contributed to this sale!

The next drop-off date is Monday, February 23rd from 
4:00-6:00 P.M. Volunteers are  welcome  to help sort 
and price donations on Monday and Thursday mornings 
from 10:00-noon. Items can be dropped off then as well. 
Please ring the doorbell, and volunteers will receive 
your donations. We accept clothing, shoes, purses, jew-
elry, home décor, towels, bedding, small rugs, kitchen 
items, lamps, pictures, end tables, small appliances, 
crafts, yarn, toys, books, puzzles, DVD’s, CD’s, vinyl 
records, sport trading  cards, and other miscellaneous 
items.  Please contact Lynn at 320-582-0193 or Gayle at 
320-583-2487 if you have  questions about donations. 
The next occasional sale is February 5th from 10:00 
a.m-6:00 p.m. Check out our new craft and toy room! 
Specials are 50% off athletic/exercise wear and men’s 
suits. All clear glass, including crystal, will be buy one, 
get one free of same or lesser value.  A quarter of Febru-
ary proceeds will be given to Safe Avenues (formerly 
McLeod Alliance).

Volunteers needed:  Common Cup Ministry is looking for vol-
unteers for Free Community Meals, Diaper Distribution, and 
Laundry Love programs. This is a meaningful opportunity to serve 
others, share kindness, and support our community. Learn more or 
sign up at common-cup.org/volunteer.

Save-The-Date: The Hutchinson Empty Bowl Project is Saturday 
March 21, 11-2 pm at Hutchinson High School. Pick a hand-made 
ceramic bowl and have a warm bowl of soup. All proceeds go to 
McLeod Food Shelf and Common Cup Ministry. 

Financial Report:  Copies of the 2025 Common Cup Ministry 
Financial Report are available for review in the vertical file at the 
entrance to the Peace Center. 

Our two largest programs—the Weekend Food Program and 
Diaper Distribution—are always in need of support. We currently 
serve 400 students in McLeod County by providing weekend food 
to children whose families qualify for educational benefits. Diapers 
are distributed bi-monthly to families in need. Donations of food, 
diapers, or monetary gifts are gratefully accepted to help sustain 
both programs. Please drop off donations in the Commons Area of 
church or at CCM office, Mondays 10 - 2 pm & Thursdays 1 - 3 pm.  
Thank you! 



Sunday School 
 We are delighted that so many students 
(preschool through 8th grade), teachers, 
parents and helpers are joining us on Sunday 
mornings to learn more about the Bible. 
Sunday School stays the same. 

SOUPER Sunday School Mission Project –

    Please bring a can of SOUP for our 
“SOUPER BOWL” fundraiser for Common 

Cup Ministries. This mission will run from 
January to the end of Febuary. We will also 
be having a “SOUPER” lunch after the 10:30 

service on February 8th.There will be no 
charge for lunch but a freewill donations 

with proceeds are also going to Common Cup. 
Everyone is invited, hope to see you there!!

Hey Youth,
Life moves fast—and Lent invites us to 

slow it down. This season is about press-
ing pause, letting go of distractions, and 
making space for what truly matters. A 

relationship with your Savoir. Come feed 
your soul and body as we gather in wor-

ship and community.
4:30 PM – Worship

5:15 PM – Youth Lenten Supper
Bring a friend. Bring your questions. Bring 
your hunger—both physical and spiritual.

There’s a place for you at the table.

LENTEN MENU
2/18 Build your own pizza & pop

2/25 Walking tacos & Lemon-Aid
3/4 Burgers & Rooth Beer floats

3/11 No meeting
3/25 Sliders and slushies
4/1 Pancakes & sausage

Dear Families,
First, I want to commend you for your commitment in bringing your children to church. Your dedication 
matters deeply. Our children and youth are a vital part of the mission Christ has entrusted to us. They are 
not only the future of this congregation, but also the future leaders of the Church at large.
Second, I invite you to be an active part of the continued growth of this ministry. If you have ideas, sugges-
tions, or a heartfelt desire to serve in the children’s or youth ministry, I would love to hear from you. Your 
gifts and involvement can make a lasting difference.
Please feel free to reach out to me at Phone-320-587-3031  Email- elialplchutch@gmail.com I look forward 
to partnering with you as we nurture the faith of our young people.
God’s Power & Love, 

Tiger Twins team of year  
are  Parables of Jesus

Release Time:
Team of the year is Fruit of 

the Spirit

Student Leadership 
Team



MISSIONS AND OUTREACH - 2025

Here at Peace Lutheran, missions and outreach are accomplished in many facets. Not all has 
been monetary, some are just Christian community outreach Many of you know of some of 
our missions because of personal involvement, but to let everyone know what we have been 
up to this past year, we decided to list these programs and, hopefully, not miss any. We also 
think our volunteers are amazing and are so proud of what we accomplished with their help 
in 2025!

Common Cup - $2,000.00 (half of the Thanksgiving offerings) and $1,093.33 (from the Occasional 
Sales); participated in the school supply collection, diaper collection, winter coat/clothes collec-
tion; year-round collection of food and personal items; 56 pizzas were donated to the homeless 
from our pizza sale fundraiser; Sunday School collected $185.48 along with 191 cans of soup; 82 
food items also donated during the Turkey and Ham dinner
Orphan Grain Train -Miscellaneous clothing, bedding and household items donated
McLeod County Food Shelf - $2,335.08 (from the Occasional Sales) plus our Confirmation youth 
participated in the annual community-wide Trick or Treat Food Collection which collected a 
total of 15,655 pounds of food; 50 birthday kits were assembled and donated
Lutheran World Relief - 234 quilts and 319 layettes were assembled and shipped; Sunday School 
offerings of $406.50 (spring) and $621.30 (fall) were collected and matched by LWR
Safe Avenues - $1,816.06 (from the Occasional Sales)
HAY Ministry (Hutchinson Area Youth) - ministered to an average of 350 high schoolers while 
serving free lunches 3 times (cost -almost $3,000)
Birthright - $461.05 (from the Occasional Sales)
The Closet - $825.63 (from the Occasional Sales) this organization provides clothing and essen-
tials to children in the foster system
Guiding Light Early Learning Center - use of facilities and equipment
Veterans Administration - Donations of clothing of out of season clothing from the Occasional 
Sales or unsellable items (all monies received from this comes back to McLeod County)
Camp Omega - First Aid and office supplies donated
Minnesota South District - $18,525
Various Projects & Donations by Dorcas/LWML - $7,068.71 
Ministry to our home-bound members and those residing at various area facilities (which also 
includes ministering to non-members by our visitation team ministers)
Parish Health host monthly Red Cross Bloodmobiles; host ‘55 and Alive Driving Classes’ every 
six weeks; monthly blood pressure checks; raising funds to pay for taxi service for worship (aver-
age $7-800/month)
Conducted two 13-week Grief Share series, plus a special holiday session
Livestreaming of our Worship Services (average 5-600/weekend, peaking at over 1,000)
VBS and Release Time - open to community with many unchurched children attending
Youth - assisted with quilts and layettes, made greeting cards for our shut-ins, planned craft and 
game events for their visits with the residents at Prince of Peace
Community Events - Summer Concert Series; Fish Fry, Turkey & Ham Dinner; Root Beer & Bells, 
Carol & Bells; Cookie/Bake Sales; monthly Occasional Sales



  Peace Lutheran 
  Women in Mission

It is about 6 months until the MN South District convention in Mankato in June.  Nona Anderson from our congregation 
is the Convention Chairman.  If you have never attended the convention, it is an amazing experience.  The fellowship of 
several hundred Lutheran women who believe in the mission of the LWML is awesome.  The mission speakers, the Di-
vine Service with communion, the singing is inspiring.  Words do not do it justice.  You have to be there.  That being said, 
please consider helping Nona by volunteering.  See the following information below.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  The Minnesota South District LWML is seeking volunteers to help at the 31st District Convention 
on June 18-20, 2026.  The Crow River Conference, which is made up of the Arlington Zone, the McLeod Zone and the 
Litchfield Zone, will be the Host Committee for the convention.  Around 30 volunteers are needed from the three zones.  
Please consider attending the convention and being a volunteer.  More information will be coming soon.   YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO BE AN LWML MEMBER TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION. If interested, contact Nona Anderson (583-6745).

Information on registration for the LWML District Convention in June will be in the Spring issue of the WOM.

The MN South District Mite goal for 2024-2026 is $270,000.  As of Dec. 16, 2025 mites received is $203,948.68.  To 
meet the goal by April 25, 2026, $13,210.26 per month will need to be collected.  Please pray that the goal will be met 
and contribute if you can.

Bloodmobile
TUESDAY, Feb 10th
TUESDAY, March 10th
12 pm - 6 pm - Peace Center
•  Appointments only can continue to be 
made on line at redcrossblood.org or by 
calling Shirley W. at 587-5064. Thank you 
for continuing to support

   Sunday morning snacks and coffee for taxi is being 
helped with a grant from Thrivent. Our goal is $500 
through the first week in February. We are off to a great 
start thanks to a couple twenty dollar donations and 
even a one hundred dollar bill. Thank you so much to 
those of you that understand and support this mission. 
It is such a great service to provide an opportunity to 
worship for those that cannot drive and an opportunity 
for fellowship for us all.

Layettes/baby kits 
We are always collecting dark colored hand towels, 
baby blankets, Ivory or mild soap, shirts, sleepers, hats, 
jackets and baby socks. We need sizes 9-24 months. Di-
apers, large t-shirts (will be cut into diapers)and flannel 
are  always needed.

SENIOR DRIVER 
      SAFETY PROGRAM
~ COURSE DATES & TIMES ~

	  Thursday March 5th 1-5 pm
	
Room 207-209  Education Building
The next 55+Drivers Discount Class at Peace Lutheran Church 
is scheduled for Thursday, January 22nd 1:00 – 5:00pm in rooms 
208-210.  The classes will be held at the same time and in the 
same rooms.  Registration is still through Precision Driving Cen-
ter of Minnesota. You may call 320-308-1400 or 888-234-1294 or  
register online at www.DriverDiscountProgram.com.
Hope to see you there!

Quilting. We meet the first and third Wednesdays from 1-3 in the 
church basement. We have been pleased to have some new mem-
bers that are trying it out and come to help to see if they like to tie 
quilts. We have had some generous donations of fabric and sheets. 

We can’t do this without your help. One member is going to try 
doing some measuring and cutting backs and liners at home. This 
is so helpful because every quilt takes a back and one or two lin-
ers. We have a couple of talented ladies that make beautiful tops 

so it all comes together. All help is appreciated.

The Red Cross Bloodmobile is doing well in Hutchinson. 
Staff members are eager to serve here because of our friendly 
atmosphere and convenient facility. Thank you for the op-
portunity to invite the community into our church.
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Peace Lutheran Church
Council Meeting

November 11, 2025

Present: Melissa Weckwerth, Gary Havemeier, Kathy Hochsprung, Lynn Brown, Pastor Weber, Sue Kroyer, Justin 
Evenson, Kim Borka, Dean Kirchoff
Welcome
Opening Prayer and Devotion:  Psalm 45
Approval of Minutes
Motion made by Dean to approve 10-21-25 minutes.  2nd by Kathy.  Motion carried. 
Reports
1. Pastor’s Report:  Pastor shared Elia Peterson was called to be a DCE.  We are awaiting her reply.  The goal is that 
she could begin in December.  Guiding Light is awaiting for their licensing to come through from the state and upon 
that, it will open.  Staffing is ready to go.
Holiday season is upon us with Thanksgiving & Christmas.  Advent services will be down to 2 due to low attendance 
in 2024 in regards to the late service.  Lent will still have 3 services. 
Six new members will be received on 11-16-25 at the 8:30 service.
New men’s Bible study will begin in a few weeks with the book  The Reason for God. 
December council meeting will be at the Weber residence.

2. Administrator/Office Report:  $3302.53 for November.   $1651 to debt reduction (x2 due to match) and $2500 to 
The Closet.  Turkey & ham dinner is next week.  
3. Treasurer’s Report: Justin shared the most recent P & L report.
4. Elder’s Report:  Minutes from the 11-4-25 meeting were shared.  Change of times for Thanksgiving services are 
11:30 and 6:30 p.m.
Old Business
1. Church directory:  214 taken as of 11-8-25.  We should end with approximately 260 photos taken.
2. Guiding Light updates:  see Pastor’s report above.  
a. Lease:  no updates 
New Business
1. Annual meeting agenda
a. Copy of last year’s agenda on back for reference:  Discussion on agenda for February 1, 2026 meeting.
2. Goal setting committee:  Pastor met with others to share ideas on goals for PLC in the next 1, 5, 10 years.  
Adjourn
Closing Prayer
Next meeting:  December 9, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. @ Weber’s residence.  January 13th will be the meeting in January 
2026.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Borka					     Melissa Weckwerth
Council Secretary				    Council President



Febuary 2026 
Prayer Calendar

 1. Pray for God’s blessings on our Guiding Light Preschool.  Read Luke 18:16

2. Pray for our pastors that their work will help us grow in faith and service.

3. Pray for television, radio, and the internet that they will be truthful and positive.

4. Pray for all our Hutchinson schools that they will be safe and successful in learning.

5. Pray for people’s use of Facebook that God’s light will shine through everything.

6. Pray for our police that they will be effective and safe.

7. Pray for our Bible classes that their attendees will grow in faith and wisdom.

8. Pray to bless President Trump with wisdom and God-pleasing decisions.  1 Tim. 2:1-2

9. Pray for our office workers and administrators at Peace.

10. Pray for all who face serious health challenges.  Grant them healing and comfort.

11. Pray that our Sunday School children will grow in faith by faithful attendance.

12. Pray to bless our music ministry here at Peace, that people may be touched by God.

13. Ask God to bless the work of our DCE, Elia, that all of our education ministries may blossom by her leadership.

14. Pray for husbands and wives to be faithful and true to each other.  Read 1 Cor. 13

15. Pray for more young men to become pastors in our LCMS.

16. Thank God for our U.S. Presidents who have served our country.  Read Romans 13

17. Ask God to stimulate our parents to bring their children to worship faithfully.

18. As we begin Lent, pray for a renewed focus on things spiritual.  1 Corinthians 2:14

19. Pray that we will grow in our faith and in our faithfulness.  Proverbs 1:7

20. Pray for the safety of our military people and for their effectiveness.  

21. Ask God to protect Christians in places in the world where they are persecuted.

22. Bless Governor Walz with wisdom and God-pleasing decisions.  1 Timothy 2:1-2

23. Pray for more of our members to find ways to serve Peace – leadership, ushering, etc.

24. Ask for opportunities to be a witness for Jesus and for the words to say.

25. Pray for our non-Christian immigrants to the U.S. that they may come to know Christ.

26. Pray for the parents of our newly baptized children, that they may grow in Jesus.

27. Bless the youth ministry of Peace, that we may all love these young people. 1 Tim 4:11-13

28. Pray that our members may be successful as they battle their “pet” sins.  Romans 7:21-25
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With a Delicious 
Homemade 

Deep Dish Pie! 

SURPRISE YOUR SURPRISE YOUR FAVORITE VALENTINE!FAVORITE VALENTINE!

All orders must be submitted with payment by    
12 pm Wednesday, February 11th

All Proceeds will go to the Organ Repairs!

Thank you so very much for your donations
Lets show our Love for our beautiful Organ 

$20 per pie 
(that’s only $2.50 per 

slice)


